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Turned over lately ſome Ser- 
mons of the Reverend Dr. 
Biſs, which have the Title 
of The Becuty of Holineſs in 
the Common- Prayer; and could 
not fail of obſerving, that 

= he has advanced many odd 

Principles and Maxims in them, contrary to 

the ancient Sentiments of the Church of 

England. The Reverend Mr. Lewis has ſuffi 

ciently called him to an Account for ſome of 

them. But there is one over-look'd by thar 
worthy Gentleman, which appears to me as 
liable ro exception as any of the reſt: It is 
in p. 148. © It was a remarkable Saying, found- 

« ed on the Reaſon of Things, that a preach- 
„ ing Church cannot ſtand ; and it is alſo 

founded on the judgment of God, that a 
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« Church, which places its Religion in Preach- 
e ing, ſhall not ſtand.” I agree with che Do- 
Ror in calling this a remarkable Saying, eſpe- 


cially in the Mouth of a Proteſtant Divine. 


And fince he has not thought fit to point us 
to the Author of ſo judicious a Remark, I 
will beg leave to ſuppoſe, that it came out of 
the Popiſh Mint, or at leaſt was ſtamped in 
the Reign of the Book of Sports. 

I know no Church, to which this Imputa- 


tion can properly be applied, that it places its 


Religion in Preaching, But no doubt this was 
deſigned for a ſharp Innuendo upon Some- 
body : It was thought, I ſuppoſe, an invi- 
dious Turn upon the Proteſtant Diſſenters, be- 
cauſe they may have more frequent Sermons 
among them than elſewhere. Some other 
Writers of the Doctor's Size, have thrown 
out the like Flirt at them; but with no man- 
ner of Juſtice, or Truth. | 

If the meaning of the Reflection be, that 
they magnify Preaching, to the Excluſion or 
Dimunition of any other Parts of publick 
Worſhip, nothing can be more injurious ; for 
they join Prayer with it, and the Singing of 
Pſalms in all their Publick Aſſemblies; and as 
frequently as their Neighbours, adminiſter the 
Sacraments there. And indeed it is a little 
odd and inconſiſtent, that they ſhould ſome- 


times be cenſured for their long Prayers, and 


at others, for placing all their Religion in 
preaching. Sz 
If the Doctor intends by this Inſinuation 
that the Diſſenters place their Religion in 
This, or in any thing elſe which is only an 
inſtrumental Part of Religion, ſo as to be in- 
different about the more ſubſtantial Parts of it, 
| con- 
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conſiſting in Faith and Holineſs, and good 
Works; I ſhall leave it to their known Cha- 
racter, whether they deſerve this Imputation 
mote than any other ſort of People. 

But if the Reproach is caſt upon them, 
merely becauſe they have more frequent Preach- 
ing in their Congregations than ſome others; or 
becauſe they think this ſhould be an ordinary 
Branch of the Work of every Religious Aſſem- 
bly ; they are not aſhamed to own it, nor afraid 
of the Force of the Doctor's remarkable Saying, 
That a preaching Church cannot ſtand : eſpecially 
ſince the Doctor has not been at the Pains to 
ſhew them, how it is founded on the Reaſon of 
Things. That appears to me, to be quite on 
the other Side. Ignorance of the moſt im- 
portant Matters of Religion would certainly 
over-ſpread moſt Places, without Preaching. 
This is too evident in many of the common 
People, as Matters now ſtand ; and it muſt 
FERGSny increaſe, if there were no publick 
ethod of Inſtruction. 

It was by Preaching that Chriſtianity firſt 
obtained footing in the World, notwithſtand- 
ing the greateſt Oppoſitions and Diſcourage- 
ments. In order to this, the Apoſtles gave 
themſelves continually to Prayer, and to the Mini- 
ſtry of the Word. And St. Paul gives a Charge 
to the Biſhops of Epheſus, when he was takin 
his leave of them, to feed the Church of God ; 
which muſt be by Preaching, and the Admi- 
niſtration of the Sacraments. And he requires 
Timothy to preach the Word, to be inſtant in 
Seaſon and out of Seaſon. He was ſo much ſet 
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upon this Work himſelf, that he ſeems to e- 


ſteem it his principal Buſineſs, I was not ſent 
(ith he) to baptize, but to preach the Goſpel. 
This Practice was attended with the greateſt 
Succeſs, till the World was proſelyted to Chri- 


ſtianity. Nor is the Occaſion for it ceaſed, 


where this is'already become the publick Pro- 
feſſion. Vaſt Numbers among us ſtill need 
to be inſtructed in the Principles of Religion, 
to be cautioned againſt ſpreading Errors, and 
perſuaded from a vicious Courſe. Even thoſe 
who are already truly Religious, need at leaſt 
frequently to be put in mind of their Duty, 


and excited to the Practice of it; while the 


Affairs of Life are ſo apt to divert us all from 
2 due Attention to the Duties which are pre- 
paratory to a future Happineſs. | 

That which was the Means of eſtabliſhing 
Chriſtianity at firſt, had a confiderable Share 


in reviving and reforming it from the Car- 


ruptions of Popery afterwards. Sir Edwin 
Sandes has a particular Obſervation to this 
purpoſe. * «© The chief Means (ſays he,) 
tc whereby the Reformers of Religion did 
« prevail in all Places, was their ſingular Aſ- 
« ſiduity and Dexterity in Preaching, and e- 
t ſpecially in great Cities, and the Palaces of 
« Princes.” And ſays the ſame Author, 
+ © The French Proteſtants make Preaching an 
« Eſſential and chief Part of the Worſhip of 
« God ; whereas the Romaniſis make the Maſs 
* only a Work of Duty, and the going to a 
t Sermon but a Matter of Convenience, and 
©« ſuch as is left free to Men's Pleaſures and 
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* Oppottunities, without Imputation of Sin.” 
I'll beg leave to match the Doctor's remarka- 
ble Saying with another of a noted Jeſuit, a 
Maſter of one of their Colleges, which is 
related by Chamier *, in the Year 1584. he 
thus harangued his Auditory on a Good- Friday. 
« To be fond of hearing many Sermons, and 
© of the frequent Reading of the Scriptures, 
* is in truth no Sign of a good Catholick, 
« but rather the Badge of a Heretick, who 


« pleaſes himſelf with theſe things, as an Ape 


« does with a Nut. The only Delight of 2 
« Catholick, is to hear many Maſſes, and of- 
« ten confeſs himſelf. He that negle&s and 
« deſpiſes this, offends more heinouſly than he 
« who never heard a Sermon, or ſaw a Bible 
« in his Life. The Roman Catholick faith 
c not, The Word, the Word; the Scripture, 
4 the Scripture; but Maſs and Confeſſion.” 
The Doctor, I believe, may find a great 
many ſuch Authorities among the Romaniſts, 
in favour of his Maxim; but very few among 
the Proteſtants, who agree in diſclaiming Ig- 
norance for the Mother of Devotion. 

I believe nothing will induce any good 
Chriſtians to wiſh there were fewer Sermons 
among us than there are, as long as the Cler- 
gy imploy their Pains upon the proper Sub- 
jects for the Pulpit; to explain the Holy 
Scriptures, to inſtru&t Men in their Duty to 
God, their Neighbours, and themſelves; and 
to inforce theſe by the proper Arguments and 
Motives of Reaſon and Chriſtianity. Bur if, 
inſtead of ſuch uſeful and pious Diſcourſes, the 
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Pulpit is imploy'd to vent Party-Rage ; to 
- excite Sedition in the State, or Animoſities a- 
mong Proteſtants; to preach up Superſtition 
for Religion; and to propagate ſuch Notions 
among the People, as betray and undermine 
the Foundations of the Reformation; a true 
Proteſtant will not care how ſeldom the Pub- 
lick Aſſemblies are ſo proſtituted. 

If you think fit to allow this at any time a 
place in your Paper, I leave it to your Cor- 
rection and Improvement. Who am, c. 


COTE TE TEL TI Ee 
II. 
To the Author of the Occaſional Paper. 


SIX, 


H E two laſt Sermons to the Sont of the 
Clergy, though their Excellencies lie in a 
very different Way, yet both agree in one 
common Opinion, which I take to be very 
Exceptionable, and of hurtful Tendency from 
Perſons of Figure in the Church, and under 
the Countenance of ſo great an Audience. 
Dr. Biſs is always diffuſe and florid, like a Gar- 
land ſtuck round with Flowers, or a Flouriſh 
round a great Letter at the Beginning of a 
Book. His Stile is luſcious and ſurfeiting, like 
feeding upon Sauce. He often ſays a Thing 
Bright and Piquant, but hardly ever any 


thing exafly Juſt and True. He harangues 


well, but :Neyer Reaſons. In Page 11. 
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12, he lays down this Aſſertion, The ancient 
Writings and Interpretations of the Fathers, the 
Authority of Each taking Place with their Anti- 
quity, have been, are, ought, and muſt be the Rule 
of Fudging in all ſucceeding Ages of the Church. 
Such is the Authority of the Ancient Fathers, next 
in Degree, as in Time to that of the Apoſtles; the 
Fathers as Interpreters, the Apoſtles as Enditers of 
the Holy Goſpel. | 

Dr. Lupton's is a grave and pious Diſcourſe, 
has a great deal of good Inſtruction in it, and 
many Marks of a ſerious and thoughtful 
Mind. I wiſh I could think ſo throughout: 
But in the firſt Inference I find him touching 
the ſame String. We muſt, he ſays f, provide 
for our own Safety by depending, oz tis out Duty 
to depend, upon the General and Uniaterrupted 
Senſe of the Chriſtian Church. Dr. Bifs makes 
the Ancient Fathers, according to their Senio- 
rity, Interpreters of the Scripture: I ſuppoſe 
their Authority, like other things, decayed 
with time; that after the Labour and Enqui- 
ry of many Ages, we now underſtand the 
Scriptures leſs, and ſhall come at length to be 
quite in the dark about 'em; as the Sun gra- 
dually declines till it quite ſets. And yet 
ſome have thought that the Writings of the 
firſt Fathers are leſs to be regarded for this 
Purpoſe, than ſome later ones, becauſe they 
came out of the Schools of the Gentile Philo- 
ſophy, and mixed many of their peculiar No- 
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tions with the Chriſtian Doctrine, as the Jew- 
1ſh Converts did their Jewiſh Rites ; and un- 
derſtood it very imperfectly. And tho' Judges 
are allow'd to be, tho not the Authors, yet the 


Interpreters of humane Laws: If he could di- 


ſtinguiſh with half the Accuracy with which 
he paints and colours, he would eaſily diſco- 
ver a.great Difference between the Laws of 
frail and fallible Men, made with ſhort Views, 
and neceſſarily attended with many Defects, 
where the ſupreme Power 1s always at Hand 
ro interpoſe , either to alter or aſeertain the 
true Senſe upon every Occaſion ; and the Laws 
of the Goſpel, penned by upright and inſpi- 
red Perſons, and where there is no viſible In- 
terpoſure of the Sovereign, or any left either 
qualifyed or commiſſioned to determine autho- 
ritatively of an infallible Rule. 

Dr. Lupton chuſes to expreſs it by the Gene- 
ral, and Uninterrupted Senſe of the Chriſtian 
Church ; I ſuppoſe he means declared in Ge- 
neral Councils, or conſtantly maintain'd by the 
_ Generality of Chriſtians. Now I own with 
the Doctor, That a ſtedfaſt Faith is neceſſary 
to Salvation, as well as a good Life; for a 
good Life muſt ſpring from this Principle: 
And that tis an invaluable Bleſſing to have 
the Holy Scriptures, the Rule and Ground of 
the Chriſtian Faith, in our Hands, and the 
free Uſe of them permitted to every one ; that 
no Perſon of ill Character, or ill Mind, may be 
able to deceive, and draw us into Deſtruction, of 


whatſoever ſort of Men z and under whatſoe- 
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ver Pretence. But what Courſe muſt we take 
to keep the Faith, and guard againſt Decei- 
vers, when our Danger is moſt apt to ariſe 
from various Interpretations of Holy Scripture, and 
the moſt dangerous Errors have been introduced un- 
der the Colours of ſacred Authority? Why, we 
mult truſt to the Authority of the Ancient Fa- 
thers, and depend upon the General, and Uninter- 
rupted Senſe of the Chriſtian Church : That 1s, 
the Uſe we muſt make of our Bibles, is to 
enquire afrer the Senſe of the Fathers, or 
What we are told is their Senſe, and acquieſce 
in it whatever it is. 

But now, Sir, I defire to know whether 
this is true Proteſtant Language, and agreeable 
either to the Senſe of the Church of England, 
or of any other reformed Church ? I thought 
they had all agreed in this Principle, Thar 
the Scriptures are the only Rule of the Chri- 
ſtian Religion, and can only claim a proper 
Authority over the Conſciences of Men; that 
they contain the whole Will of God which 1s 
neceſlary to be known, and can only be de- 
pended upon with Safety ; that every Man 
mult uſe his own Judgment, according to the 
beſt Light he can get in the faithful Uſe ot 
all the Means afforded him, to underſtand the 
true Meaning and Deſign of them. I am 
ſure I read in our Articles, f That the Hel 
Scripture contains all things neceſſary to Salvation; 
ſo that whatſoever is not read there, nor may be 
proved thereby, is not to be required of any Mun, 
that it ſhould be believed as an Article of Fauh ; 
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or thought requifite or neceſſary to Salvation. And, 
+ Tho' the Church be a Witneſs, and a Keeper of 
Holy Writ , yet as it ought not to decree any thing 
againſt the Same, ſo beſides the Same, ought it not 
to enforce any thing to be believd for Neceſſity of 
Salvation. And, General Councils may err, 
and have erred, wherefore Things ordained by 
them as neceſſary to Salvation, have neither Strength 
nor Authority, unleſs it may be declared that they 
are taken out of the Holy Scripture, And in the 
Book of Homilies the Church declares, f That 
thoſe things which are neceſſary to Salvation, to be 
believed or donc, are ſo plain in the Scripture, that 
'tis every Man's Duty to learn them thence. So 
that this Language is wholly unknown, and 
entire diſagreeable to the moſt authentick Re- 
cords of the Eſtabliſh'd Church. 

Beſides, Are not the Scriptures as intelligi- 
ble, and eaſy to be underſtood, as the Writings 
of the Fathers, and Councils of the Church ? 
Are there not great Difterences about the 
Senſe of the Fathers, as well as the Senſe of 
the Scriptures? and much greater Reaſon for 
them; for they have been more interpolated 
and corrupted, more mutilated and miſtaken 
by Accident and Deſign; not ſpread into ſo 
many Hands, or preſerved with equal Care 
with the Holy Scriptures. And how then 
would this help us, or bring us ever the near- 
er the Truth? If, for Example, tis difficult 
to underſtand the Senſe of the Goſpels and Epi- 
ſites of the Apoſtles, is there not at leaſt an e- 
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qual Difficulty to underſtand the Meaning of 
Ignatins's Epiſtles, and Clemens Romanus, and 
Alexandrinus ? Is the Chriſtian Church at all 
agreed about the Senſe of the firſt Writers, any 
more than that of the Scriptures? Are there 
not many Difficulties and Diſputes about the 
Senſe of particular Paflages, and the main 
Scope of ſome of their Writings, not only be- 
tween Papiſts and Proteſtants, but among the 
Proteſtants themſelves? How much learned 
Duſt has been often raiſed among the moſt 
learned Men, about the Senſe of Ignatius's Bi- 
ſhop, and even the Genuineneſs of his Epiſtles? 
And which way ſhould the firſt Writers attain 
an Ability of expreſſing their Senſe with ſo 
much greater Clearneſs and Certainty than the 
inſpired Writers? Or is that Suppoſition ho- 
nourable to the Holy Scriptures ? And whereas 
the Bible was writ for common Uſe, and may 
be conſulted by every one; the Senſe of the 
Fathers cannot be known to the Generality of 
Chriſtians, but only by Tradition and the Re- 
port of others. And to what Purpoſe are they 
ſent round about, and loſt in a Maze, inſtead 
of taking the ſhorteſt way, and going directly 
to the Fountain- Head? | 

I am free to own, I think the Chriſtian 
Church has agreed all along in the Eſſentials of 
Chriſtianity: For how elſe has it been pre- 
ſerved and continued in Being? Tis true, 
there are difficult Paſſages in the Scripture, as 
well as in other Books, and ſome things hard to 
be underſtood ; perhaps on purpoſe to employ 
our Diligence, and exerciſe our Charity ; and 
in which ſober Enquiries and different Appre- 
henſions, are not of ſuch moment to affect the 
rl | Eſſentials 
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Eſſentials of Chriſtianity, or diſturb the Peace 
of the Church. What is truly eſſential to the 
Chriſtian Doctrine and the Chriſtian Duty, is 
plainly laid down in the a ax and pretty 
generally agreed among Chriſtians of the ſeve- 
ral Ways, tho' with many Mixtures and Mi- 
ſtakes, and with different Degrees of Light 
and Purity, in the ſeveral Ages of the Church, 
And what is not clearly and expreſsly revealed, 
and not generally agreed among them, cannot 
for that Reaſon be thought abſolutely neceſſa- 
ry: For it would not agree with the natural 
Notions of divine Wiſdom and Goodneſs, or 
the Deſign and End of a Revelation, to ſup» 
poſe That made neceſſary by it, which is not 
plainly revealed. I believe Chriſtians are bet- 
ter agreed in the main Points of the Chriſtian 
Religion, than ſome Men are willing to ap- 
prehend ; i. e. in the great Articles of Faith 
and Obedience to the Father, Son, and Holy 
Spirit, and all the Virtues and Duties of the 
Chriſtian Life. And certainly different Ap- 
prehenſions about difficult Matters, which are 
either not revealed to us at all, or very ge- 
nerally expreſs d, may well ſtand with being 
Chriſtians, and with mutual Love; and then 
no Harm would be done by them *'Tis 
Mens proud and imperious Difates ; impo- 
ſing their Senſe upon other Men; making 
things neceſſary to Church Communion, and 
brotherly Love, which the Scriptures have 
not made ſo, that has occaſioned all the Miſ- 
chief and Diſorder in the Chriſtian World. 
And after all, there is no ſuch Agreement 
as is pretended, among the Fathers or Coun- 
cils, in the Interpretation of particular Texts. 
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1 defire to know where that General and Unin- 
terrupted Senſe of the Chriſtian Church, about 
things hard to be underſtood, is to be found. 
Are there not various and different Interpre- 
tations among the Fathers and firſt Writers ? 
Did they interpret every Text the ſame way? 
or were their Interpretations always the moſt 
reaſonable and judicious, or not ſometimes 
very weak and abſurd > Don't they often dif- 
fer not only from one another, but ſometimes 
from themſelves, at different Times, and in 
difterent Parts of their Writings? And how 
can we depend upon the general Senſe of the 
firſt Writers, when that has been ſo various 
and diverſe, and there is no ſuch thing as a 
General and Uninterrupted Senſe to be found a- 
mong them? Let any Man who is curious, 
only conſult Dr. H/hitby's Diſſertatio de S. Scrip- 
turarum interpretatione. I am ſorry this learned 
Perſon ſhould advance ſuch a Notion at this 
time of Day, when the wiſeſt Men every 
where are beginning to quit the Search of ſa- 
cred Truth from the Writings of the Fathers, 
and ſeeking 1t in the Scriptures themſelves. 

I add, Where they are agreed together in 
the Senſe of Scripture, tis not their Authority 
but their Reaſon which ought to govern. The 
proper Evidence of divine Faith can only be 
the Ground of a divine Faith, and not the 
Determinations of Men; for chen our Faith 
would ſtand in the Wiſdom of Men, and not in the 
Power of God. If they repreſent divine Faith 
in its proper Light, and ſupport their Senſe of 
| Scripture by convincing Reaſon, no doubt 
they ought to be regarded ; but then 'tis their 
Reaſon is ſubmitted to, and not their Autho- 
| rity. 
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rity. Unleſs we may ſay, That an unteaſo- 
nable Interpretation of Scripture muſt be ad- 
mitted merely upon the Credit of their Au- 
thority. And tho' a long Preſcription for Truth, 
ſupported by the written 7 eftimeny of the Church, 
muſt be a better Ground for private Chriſtians to 
reſt upon, than any modern Conjeftures * ; yet the 
longeſt Preſcription for Error, and the oldeſt 
Miſtake in the World, 1s not rather to be em- 
brac'd , than modern Evidence and Proof. 


The Fathers and Councils were as much obli- 


ged to govern their own Sentiments by the 
Reaſon of things, and the Proofs of the Scrip- 
ture Doctrine, as other Men; and to change 
and alter their Mind, upon farther Light and 
Conviction. And 'tis plain in Fact they 


ſometimes did ſo : Lask, which Senſe, in this 


Caſe, muſt be depended upon; for there is 
the Weight of their Authority to ſupport 
them both? Nor do we ever find them claim- 
ing ſuch an Authority, but conſtantly appeal- 
ing to the Scripture Authority. 

We have indeed the Teſtimony of the Chriſti- 
an Church to the Truth of the Holy Scripture, 
and tis a conſiderable Circumſtance of Credi- 
bility ; tho' I cannot allow the Authority of the 
Scriptures to depend upon the Uninterrupted Senſe 
of the Chriſtian Church F : For ſure the Scrip- 
tures are of divine Authority, independently 
upon the Church's Senſe of it; and tho' the 


Church had never.bore ſuch a Teſtimony, or 


all the ancient Monuments of the Chriſtian 
Church were loſt. That ſtands upon its own 


—— 


* Lupton's Serm. p. 37. T Erid | | 
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— We particular piniogs and Cuſtoms 
which prevail'd in thofe Days; without being 
Judges of the Senſe of it, or empowered, 
without any Pretence to Inſpiration or Infalli- 
_ to fix a Meaning upon them, which 

aft be depended upon by all who come af- 
— 

Nor would the Danger of running into Er- 
rors and Herefies, or believing things falſe and 
contradittory, be greater in the way of private 
N for every Man's attending to the 

eaſon of Things, in the Uſe of the beſt En- 
deavours and Helps ; than in depending upon 
Fathers and a Foe fome of the grea- 
teſt Errors and among Chriſtians 
have been ſhelter'd «ygder the Authority of 
the firſt Writers, and have each their proper 


a 
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Vouchers to ſupport and countenance them. 
What a Heap of Quotations has Mr. Dodwel 
thrown together to eſtabliſh his monſtrous 
Notion of the Natural Mortality of the Soul ; 
and Dr. Hickes, to prove the proper Sacrifice in 
the Lord's Supper? I only ask farther, Whe- 
ther the Fathers and Councils are not general- 
ly deſerted, by the greateſt Adyocates for their 
Authority, in ſeveral Things, in which they 
are pretty generally agreed among themſelves ; 
as in their Opinion of the Millenium, &c ? And 
if their Authority does properly oblige, ought 
it not equally to oblige in every Point? 

I made theſe Remarks for my own Uſe, 
when I firſt read the Sermons; if you think 
they may be of Uſe to any body elle, I free- 
ly reſign them to your Pleaſure ; and am, 


Apr. 15. 1718. SIR, 
Tour conſtant Reader, 
and humble Servant. 


88 a a „ a as _ DAa« kn 
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Vulgar Prepoſſeſſions in Fa. 
vou 1 the Biſbop of 
Bangor, Cc. | 


S1 A, 


"1 HE Occaſional Paper, (V. 2. No. 7. 
p. 3.) in anſwer to the Objections 
A againſt Impartial Liberty, has this Paſ- 
ſage, concerning the different Management of 
Controverſy, between the Biſhop of Bangor 
and his Opponents: © It's a good Omen to the 
« Cauſe of Liberty, to ſee what Defenders it 
© has on the one ſide, and what ſort of Op- 
ce poſers on the other. May every Cauſe 1 
« value be ever ſo defended and ſo oppoſed. 
« One would think the famous Diſpute, be- 
SP C 2  < tween 


20 UzTTERSs. 
t tween Michael and the Devil, was fought 
« over again in the Perſons of Men: There 
te js 10 much of the Railihy ogy on the 
« ohe ſide, and ſo much of the Angel Temper 
* on the other.” You are very much con- 
cern'd at this, and remark upon it thus, No 
teſs than the Angel Temper on the one fide, and 
that of Michael's Adverſary on the other, is the 
State of the Matter that, has been ſet forth to the 
Publick, This you call a flaming and ſhocking 
Repreſe):tatioy. Now this te me, Sir, looks 
like a Prapoſſt/ſzon in your ſelf, as grefit as any 
of thoſe you refle& upon in your Book; and 
the violent ſtraining of Thought throughout 
your Performance, made me think you wrote 
the whole of it under a Prepoſſeſſion that 
you could hot cbnecal with All your Art! 
While whit you have ſingled out to remark 
upon, is becher Prepiſſeſ7on, nor talgd#, nor 
flaming, nor ſhocking. _ - | 
It is not Prepoſſeſun, ſure, to compare a 
Biſhop to an Angel, after ſo many Writers for 
Epiſcopacy have contended, that Biſhops are 
ro be Wr by the es of the Churches 
in the Apocalypſe. He is therefore an Angel b 
Office a+ leaſt ; and as to his Temper, Dundric 
and Bebavioar, there is no need of PrepoſWſion 
to aHow them to be angelica. Tho it Tooks 
very much like it in your ſelf, to be uneaſy 
becauſe it 13 to. no purpoſe to go about tc 
make out the contrary.; It's an Inſtance of 
Pre poſſe ſſion in yon, Sir, to forbid me having 
the Biſbop f. Bangor in my, Thoughts, when 
I read that Paſſage Rev. ii. To the Angel of the 


Church of Eftheſus ——— 1 kuow thy Works, and 


* 0 


rhy Labeter, and thy Patience, and how thou canft 
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nor beat them which are tui; and hut tryed them 
whith ſay they are Apoſilet , ( pretending to an 
Apoſtolical Power, and ſomething more than 
ever they pretended to) and arr not, and baſt 
found them Lyarr, and haſt horn, and haſt Pa- 
tience, aud for ty Nume ſake haſt labour d, aud 
haſt ot faimed. This is the Angel Temper; 
the Character agtees hithefto excellently well. 
And th&' my Lord hinifelf may poſſibly apply 
rhe following Verſes in a manner different 
from what 1 am about to ſay; yet, they ſug- 
geſt to me, this Advantage in his Lordſhip's 
Character, that he is actually doing what the 
Angel of Epheſus was commanded ; vie. he is 
returning 10 bit firſt Lowe, and would feign carry 
the World aldig with him, back again to their 
Bibles; to Jeſus the King of bir th, from 
whom they have gone a4 whoring after the 
Fancies, Doctrines, and Commaidments of Men. 
He remembers from whence he was fallen, and 
repeiits, and does the firſt Works ; brings back the 
Bible Religion, and the Reformation Doctrine: 
Is not this angelical? 

Dear Sir, how can you call Prepoſſeſſion, in 
Firvour of the Biſhop of Bangor, vulgar ? You 
know the vulgar Clergy, and the vulgar Peo- 
ple, are prepoſſeſſed againff him. Were you ne- 
ver at any of the Evening Lectures, or Charity 
Sermons about this City, wittfre the Burthen of 
the Song is, down with rhe Biſhop of Bangor? 
The People go away with diſmal Apprehenſi- 
ons of him, inftead of Prepaſſeſions in his Fa- 
vour. Have we tet been authentickly in- 
formed, that Curſe be they who do the Work 
of the Lord negligently, was made the War- 
rant for railing, and reviling the beſt of 
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Men *? Have you never heard him damned 
from the Ale-Bench, and anathemized from the 
Pulpit, with one and the ſame Spirit? The 
Mob are turned another way, and every where 
ſpirited againſt him. He is the Hatred of all 
the ambitious, the proud, the tyrannical Af- 
fecters of Church Power and Engliſh Popery, a- 
mong the great /ulgar, and the Little. 

I can furniſh you with ſuch a Colle&ion of 
railing Accuſations, as will juſtify the Alluſi- 
on made to the famous Conteſt between Mi- 
chael and the Devil ; and abundantly ſhow, that 
there's nothing in that Compariſon ſo flaming, 
or ſhocking, as it is, to ſee you labouring, by 
all the Strains of Thought, and Artifice of 
Language, to ſcrew the Mind of the Reader 
into ſome Imagination, that thoſe juſt Reſent- 
ments which Honour, Charity, and common 
Senſe, would inſpire, to ſee a brave Man abu- 
ſed by the baſeſt Arts, and the fouleſt Lan- 
guage, are all but Prepoſſeſſions in Favour of 
the Biſnop of Bangor. | 


— 


* The Reverend Mr. Lamb's Account of the Charity- 
School Sermon at Cree Church. 4 
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The Author of this Paper having ſent a Let 
ter to Mr. de la Pillonniere, to requeſt his 
Leave for the publiſhing of a Letter writ to 
him, by Mr. Mather in New England; Mr. 
de la Pillonniere was pleas'd to ſend the 
following Anſwer. 


. 
To the Author of the Occaſional Paper. 


SIR, 


. S I know that Mr. Cotton Mathers Let- 
ter hath already done ſome Good, by 
being handed ne 1 in Writing ; and 

as 1 am very deſirous that the good Spirit 
which is in it ſhould ſpread yet farther, I 
cannnot but be very willing to ſee it printed. 
I am the more ſo, becauſe I ſhall reckon it a 
great Honour, to have my Name in ſuch 2 
valuable Book as yours is; and to appear 
there, as a Lover of that Catholick Temper, 
which you encourage fo much, by your tree, 
ingenious, and Chriſtian Writings. It will 
be alſo a Piece of Juſtice to my honoured 
Friend, to make him known for the Man he 


8 , 
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is, here in England; and perhaps his Exam- 
ple! will ſway with matiy, eſpecially of his 
own Brethren, and inſpire them with the 
ſame truly Chriſtian and Proteſtant Spirit. I 
conclude, from your Letter, that you haye 2 
Copy of his. If you have it not, the Origi- 
nal ſhall be at your Service. I am, 


moſt obedient Servani, 
De la Pillonniere. 
Streatham; 


Auguſt the 6th. 
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ee 
y. 
To my much Honoured 
Mr. Francis De la Pillonniere, 


S 1 R. Boſton, New England, 
, Nov. 5. 1717. 


OUR very Geperbus and Victor! 
ous Anſwer to an Accuſation of an un- 
reaſonable Adverſary, has teached un- 
to America, and been an acceptable Entertain- 
ment unto the Servants of God here; who 
have been favoured with ſuch right Senti- 
ments of Reformed. Chriſtianity, as His Grace 
has, to Gur Joy, enlightned you withal. | 
The Pleaſure that we have taken to behold 


AQ PACT 


your Arrital, and Adherence to thoſe Princi- 
ples, which alone affert the Juſt Liberties of 
Mankind, and whith are abſolutely neceſſary 
to the introducing and eſtabliſhing of Genuine 
Chriſtiapity in the World, has had ſome Alloy 
in the Trouble, wherewith we have been ſen- 
_ Gbly touched, by the baſe Treats of a ſnappiſſi 
Writer, whom his Proteſtant Profeſſion is ve- 
ty little indebred to. 888 | 

"oe ". — 8 But; 


Brethren; and the purged Floor of our Savi- 
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But, the ſame Grace, that has given you ſo 
clear an Underſtanding of a Religion, entire- 
ly calculated for the Benefit and Bleſſedneſs 
of Mankind, will alſo fortify you againſt the 
Scandals which may be offered you by Men 
of corrupt Minds, who proſtitute that Holy 
Religion unto indire& Intentions, which the 
Glorious Author of it never propoſed. And 
you will not think the worſe of it, becauſe 
Men of carnal Minds would make it the En- 
gine of their Carnality. 

The Truth is, the Reformation that came 
on, When the Romiſh Antichriſt had paſs'd thro' 
his Time, and his Two Times, and was enter- 
ing into his Half. Time, was little better than 
an Half- Reformation, 

The Reforming Churches, flying from Rome, 
carried, ſome of them more, ſome of them 
leſs, all of them ſomething, of Rome, with 
them; eſpecially in that Spirit of Impoſſtion, 
and Perſecution , which has too much cleaved 
unto them ALL. 

The Period haſtens for a New Reformation ; 
wherein tis likely that our holy Lord will, in 
ſome Degree, reject Al the Parties of Chriſtians 
at this Day in the World; and form a New 
Prop E of the good Men in the ſeveral Parties, 


who ſhall unite in the Articles of their Good- 


neſs, and ſweetly bear with one another in 
their leſſer Differences; leaving each other to 


the Divine Illuminations. 


- Pity will anon be the only Baſis of Union, 


in the Churches of the revived, refined, re- 
formed Reformation; and pious Men, in ſe- 


4 5 . 
veral Forms, will come to love; and live, as 


Our 
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our will be viſited with Tokens of his Pre- 
ſence, that ſhall be very comfortable. 

It is thus very much in my Country; and 
therefore, Sir, if Old England prove too torrid 
a Climate for you, come over to New Eng- 
land, where I will do my beſt, that you 
ſhall be treated with more Chriſtian Ci- 
vilities. 

But 1 hope that our Lord will find grea- 
ter Employments for you in Europe, than can 
be expected on the Weſtern Side of the Atlan- 
tick. He has qualifyed you for them, and, I 
hope, what you have ſeen among ſome ve- 
ry Defective Proteſtants will animate you to 
them. 

Being my ſelf a Calviniſt, I muſt needs differ 
pretty much from a Gentleman who profeſſes 
himſelf an Arminian. But I conſider what 
thoſe Maxim of Pieiy are, which engage the 
Arminian to maintain his diſtinguiſhing Poſi- 
tions. Thoſe Maxims. are, That the Holy 
and Sin-hating Lord muſt not be reproach'd 
as the Impeller of the Sin, whereof he is the 
Revenger : That our Merciful Father muſt not 
be blaſphemed, as if He dealt after an illu- 
ſory manner with Men, when He invites 
them to His Mercy: That none, among the 
Fallen Race of the Firft Adam, are to be ſhut 
out from the Hopes of Life, in the Death of 
the Second Adam: That impenitent Unbelievers 
muſt not caſt qn God the Blame of their Un- 
belief; but the Wicked muſt lay wholly on 
themſelves the Fault of their own Deſtructi- 
on: And, That Men muſt work out their own 
Salvation with as much Induſtry, and Agony, 
and Vigilancy, as if all turned upon their 

I D 2 own 
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own Will and Care, whether they ſhall of 
ſaved, or no. Now, theſe are Maximt, which 
every pious Calviniſt will alſo moſt - heartily 
conſent unto. And, if I ſhould repeat the 
Maxim, of Piet), which make me fall in 
with the Poſition of 4 Calviniſt, as requiſite 
unto the ſupporting of them, I ami confident 
the pages Mr. de la Pillonniere would moſt hears 
tily ſubſcribe unto them. And we ſhall both 
of us have the Modeſty to confeſs, that we 
have alſo to do with Matters which are to ys 
incomprehenſible. Now, if good Men are ſo 
united in the Maxims, which are the Exp, for 
the ſerving whereof they declare that they 
purſue their. Controverſies; why ſhould not 
this Uniting Piety put an End untq their Con- 
troverſies? and beat their Swords into Plough+ 
Shares, and their Spears imo Pruning- Hooks ? 
"Tis under the Power of ſuch Apprehen- 
ſions, that I take the Freedom of rendering 
to you two or three American Compoſures, 
(of the fome Hundreds, on various Argu- 
ments, and in yarions Languages,) which this 
mean Hand has pubiiſfred. ad 
My Aim is, to let you ſee how the Pure, 
Chriſtian, Proreſtant, Religion is preached, 
and lived, in our Weſtern World. But I will 
acknowledge that I have alſo a farther Aim, 
which is to requeſt of you, that the little ching 
entituted, Lays & Monte Excrsvs, may by 
your Hand be thrown over into Frauce. Un- 
ro which Requeſt J am emboldened , by 3 
ſtrong Perſuaſion, that it contains the Religi- 
on, which you will count it your Glory to be 
an Inſtrument of propagating in the World. 


My 
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My Letter, and my Deſign, is now finiſhed ; 
And I have no more to do, but ſubſcribe, 


with very great Relpest, 
SIR, 
mur beau Brother, and 
"Hd Some, 
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